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PREFACE

Pecan arthropod research efforts are immensely facilitated by a Southern Regional
Project supported by the United States Department of Agriculture and the Sate Agricultural
Experiment Stations across the pecan belt of the southern United States, west to Texas. This
Regional Project provides a framework for coordinating the conduct of research,
development of management programs and input from stakeholders that benefit science and
the pecan industry. Researchers prepare a 5-year plan of work and meet annually to share
findings, update efforts and coordinate other activities of mutual interest. Scientists and
stakeholders from outside the political and geographic boundaries authorizing the project are
also invited to participate in project activities. This publication results from a symposium of
the same title that was organized by the Southern Regional Project on Pecan Insects and
presented at the Entomological Society of America National Meetings in San Diego, CA, in
2001. Papers report on some of the work conducted in the project and provide insights into
other work published elsewhere. The inter-institutional and interdisciplinary interactions
occurring the project are evident in the papers presented, ranging from Experiment
Station/State Extension/USDA/Industry activities to work on pecan/microbes/ants/pest and
natural enemy complexes/spiders/monitoring tools/ and management systems. Production
agriculture is well served by administrative structures that provide mechanisms for
concentration and coordination of efforts through time. This publication reflects one point
in time to serve science and the pecan industry.
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